
Dear David,

Are these ideals you hold dear? The principles that you want as a
foundation for our community? Your gift to Community Action House can
make that possible. 

But you know that, don’t you? Your ongoing support makes it clear that the
important work we do aligns with your values. You know we couldn’t do it
without you. 

Let’s consider how you and Community Action House together make prosperity, independence, opportunity and
compassion resonate throughout our neighborhoods:

310,608 meals provided.
$1,072,216 in donated food, clothing, and other goods.
25,282 hours of volunteer service valued at $418,174.
171 individuals attended Michigan State Housing Development Authority certified classes in
financial empowerment, credit, homeownership, & home repair.
131 families received consultation and advice to remove barriers to independence. 
37 individuals graduated from the Empowerment Institute. 
99,000 pounds of unusable electronics, metals, fabric, cardboard, and shoes recycled.
31 previously-homeless families, including 58 children, provided housing services.
4,750 pounds of produce grown in the Holland Community Garden for distribution to hungry
families.

I also want to share a couple of stories with you I think you might like. Not only do they show the scope of our
services but also the array of needs in the community. 
 

Karrin and Brian

Karrin and Brian wanted the stability of owning a home. They wanted to build equity and put down roots. The
couple had inherited money for a down payment, but they didn’t have a credit history and they didn’t know the
home-buying process. They came to Community Action House for advice and we recommended they take our
First-Time Homebuyer’s course. 

The course taught them what to look for in a loan, how to save money, and how to build up savings for the
costs associated with owning a home. “I had no idea how many loans were actually out there, and that was a
really big deal to learn,” Karrin says. “We also learned that trying to get your credit where it needs to be isn’t
as scary as we thought.” Just over a month later their loan was approved and they moved into their new home.
In fact, because of what they learned in class, Karrin and Brian had enough money saved to replace the coils in
their water heater when it went on the fritz that winter.

Jason

Jason was in between jobs and money was tight; he couldn’t afford to pay household bills and buy groceries. He
heard about the CAH Community Kitchen where he could get a hot meal in a welcoming environment. When he
walked in he was amazed to discover the close-knit, vibrancy of the gathering. “The array of people that come
is so beautiful,” Jason said. “You’ve got people coming from the streets and people coming that just want to
help out.”

Jason was grateful not just for the meals, but for the way in which everyone respected one another regardless
of who they were and the circumstances that led them there. Every time Jason would came to eat, he would
be greeted with smiles and laughter, meeting new people with great stories to tell. “Anytime I’ve ever gone
into the kitchen, I see an equal plane where people treat people like people. That’s one of the most beautiful
things that can happen. There’s a lot of ministries out there doing helpful things, but when you can hand
someone a meal and love them just as you would someone in your family…that’s powerful,” Jason added.

Thanks in advance for your gift to Community Action House. Your donation will provide area families and
individuals with food, clothing, shelter and the opportunity to build skills to achieve a stable and prosperous life.
Your gift builds a strong community. Your gift gives hope.

P.S. I know it’s a busy time – make your gift online. It’s easy to give online at communityactionhouse.org.
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